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A full March diary follows a busy month at the HLSI. We had two capacity
audiences in February, for Paul Nurse's lecture 'What is Life' and for the film
'England, my England' introduced by its director, Tony Palmer. Some highlights of
our March calendar include four more engrossing lectures in what has already
been an outstanding season, a concert given by a talented harp and saxophone
duo, a topical debate on assisted dying and our regular Handmade in Highgate
Fair of excellent crafts. Best wishes from Simon Edwards, HLSI Chair

MARCH 2024 DIARY
KEY: Z Zoom VH Victoria Hall L Library MR Members Room

VH/Z Tues 5 8.00pm LECTURE A Woman's Life on the Road
VH Weds 6 7.30pm OPERA CIRCLE The Fairy Queen
VH Fri 8 6.00pm EXHIBITION PRIVATE VIEW Edgeworth Johnstone
VH/Z Tues 12 8.00pm LECTURE Russia and the West
VH Thurs 14 7.30pm FILM Utama
L Fri 15 2.00pm LIBRARY TOUR open to all
VH/Z Tues 19 8.00pm LECTURE Katherine Mansfield and London

Weds 20 COURSES ENROLMENT OPEN for members
VH Weds 20 7.30pm CONCERT Wiggin-Wass Duo
VH Thurs 21 7.00pm DEBATE Physician-Assisted Dying

Fri 22 5-8.00pm HANDMADE IN HIGHGATE Craft Fair
Sat 23 10-6.00pm HANDMADE IN HIGHGATE Craft Fair
Sun 24 11-5.00pm HANDMADE IN HIGHGATE Craft Fair
Tues 26 COURSES ENROLMENT OPEN for non-members

VH/Z Tues 26 8.00pm LECTURE The Fashion Industry & Climate Change
Thurs28 5.00pm HLSI CLOSES for Easter. Reopens Tues 2 April

Scroll down for more information on events, and visit the website: www.hlsi.net

HLSI NEWS
HLSI Members gathered in the Victoria Hall on 23 February to hear about the
changes arising from our transition to being a Charitable Limited Company this
year. Simon Edwards, Bill English and Kathy Dallas described the reasons for the
change, the new management structure, and introduced the new Vision, Mission,
Values and Aims statements for HLSI. Members will be emailed the information
booklet mentioned, and it is also available in the Members' Room.

Goodbye Our highly-valued bookkeeper, Patricia O'Loughlin
left us in February - her second attempt at retirement, having
been lured back from her first! Patricia was our Office
Manager for several years, and stepped into the breach
again when, during lockdown, we were temporarily without
someone in post. Patricia intends to stay in touch, making
use of our goodbye gift of HLSI membership. Here, Patricia
(left) is greeted by Hilary Laurie, HLSI Trustee.

Quiz .. a request for help On 30 April the HLSI will compete against the Highgate
Society in our annual quiz. The question setters are hard at work but would be very
glad of technical help on the night with computing the scoring. Please get in touch
if you might be able to help us.

LIBRARY NEWS
The long-list for the inaugural Women’s Prize for Non-Fiction has recently been
announced. We have a number of the books in stock. For information and list of
the titles see https://womensprize.com/prizes/womens-prize-for-non-fiction.

Another first is the Alternative Book Fair, London, ‘a week of publishing and
author events to bring the world of publishing and literature to a wider audience’.
The events are taking place in the recently refurbished Islington Central Library
and run from Wednesday 13 to Saturday 16 March. For more information see:
https://www.alternativebookfairlondon.co.uk.

Library Tours HLSI hosted the Discovering London Group on Friday 16 February.
The nine participants very much enjoyed their tour of the building, archives and
library, including the special collections. Members and non-members are all most
welcome to join the next tour which will take place on Friday 15 March, 2-3pm.

Book Stall The Library will be selling good quality paperbacks and other books
during the Handmade in Highgate Fair on Friday 22 March from 12.30, Saturday
23 March and Sunday 24 March. Please note that therefore the Library will
be closed for normal business on the afternoons of that Friday and Saturday.
Donations of good quality paperbacks for sale are most welcome.

Holiday reading With the Easter break approaching why not visit the Library for
some holiday reading!

EDUCATION NEWS
Summer enrolment Several new courses start in the summer term. Full details
will be on the website and enrolments open on the following days:
Members: Weds 20 March; Non-members: Tues 26 March

One new initiative We shall be trialling a musical theatre choir, led by Chris
Huntley, a West End musical director and vocal coach, with a free ‘taster
session’ on 23 April, 7-9pm. If participants enjoy it we shall run the choir through
the summer term on Tuesday evenings (except on Quiz Night, 30 April). From the
autumn we would like to see the choir as a permanent fixture on Monday evenings.

Whatever your starting point - new to singing or an experienced chorister - Chris
will take you on a fun journey to develop your voice, your vocal tone, breath and
resonance, as we enjoy the great standards of musical theatre from early 20th
century to the present day. Do sign up when enrolment opens!

Sara Wheeler Keir Giles Claire Harman Nadia Scullion

LECTURES
We have four very different lectures in March - attractive speakers on a range of
subjects. Join us in the Victoria Hall - no need to book a place - or watch from
home. Members can sign up to receive the link for one lecture or for the whole
programme. This is sent on the afternoon of each lecture.

Tues 5 Mar A WOMAN'S LIFE ON THE ROAD
Sara Wheeler, travel writer extraordinaire

Tues 12 Mar RUSSIA AND THE WEST
Keir Giles, author and commentator on Russia

Tues 19 Mar KATHERINE MANSFIELD AND LONDON: A TROUBLED
LOVE STORY
Claire Harman, writer and biographer

Tues 26 Mar THE FASHION INDUSTRY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Nadia Scullion, London-based womenswear designer and
consultant

Lectures are free to HLSI members; non-members: £10 per lecture
In the Victoria Hall and online: book your online link via the website: www.hlsi.net

OPERA CIRCLE
Weds 6 Mar THE FAIRY QUEEN
7.30pm Dame Emma Kirkby will host part of the evening, sharing clips
Victoria Hall from her own performances of Purcell's opera. We also hear

from the artistic team and singers from the production of The
Fairy Queen by HGO (Hampstead Garden Opera) at Jacksons
Lane Theatre, 19-28 April. See www.hgo.org.uk for tickets.

HLSI members in advance: £7; non-members and all on the door: £12 Please
book online by 1pm on the day

HIGHGATE GALLERY
8- 21 Mar EDGEWORTH JOHNSTONE - Heckel's Horse Jr.

Heckel's Horse Jr. is an alias which Muswell Hill artist Edgeworth Johnstone
assumed when working in collaboration with Billy Childish of the 'Stuckist' group.
The group was founded in 1999 to promote figurative art and 'authenticity', in
reaction to conceptualism and post-modern influences in art practice. The
exhibition includes figurative oil paintings on canvas and linocuts on paper.

8 Mar PRIVATE VIEW - 6.00-8.30pm

Gallery Open: Weds-Fri 1.00-5.00pm; Sat 11.00am-5.00pm; Sun 11.00am-4.00pm

HIGHGATE FILM SOCIETY
Thurs 14 Mar UTAMA
7.30pm With breathtaking cinematography, this touching and gentle film
Victoria Hall is set in the high Bolivian Andes, following the daily life of an old

farming couple facing the end of their way of life in a time of
climate change.
FILM TALK Everyone is welcome to stay on after the screening
for an informal discussion about the film.

HLSI members: £9 non-members: £12 Please book online by 1.00pm on the day

CONCERT
Weds 20 Mar WIGGIN-WASS DUO
7.30pm The collaboration of saxophonist Huw Wiggin and harpist Oliver
Victoria Hall Wass has been praised as 'a seemingly unlikely combination that

works real magic'. The duo's playing, showing both delicacy and
verve. will have us hearing familiar music in new ways.

Free to all. No need to book in advance if attending in person.
To attend remotely, book your online link via the website: www.hlsi.net

allowing physician-
assisted dying is

NECESSARY and OVERDUE

HIGHGATE DEBATE
Thurs 21 Mar This House believes that ...
7.00pm ALLOWING PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED DYING IS NECESSARY
Victoria Hall AND OVERDUE

Proposing Matthew Norman, journalist and contributor to The Oldie
Opposing Amy Proffitt, palliative care physician, past President of

Association of Palliative Medicine of Great Britain and Ireland
Seconders Sixth form students from local schools

We first debated this subject in 2014 and it remains topical and emotive. Join us to
hear some of the arguments for and against, and put your own views forward
before the audience vote.
FREE and open to all. Please book online or attend on the night, space permitting.

HANDMADE IN HIGHGATE FAIR
After a wonderful 2023 for Handmade In Highgate, the Spring Fair will kick off
2024 with a weekend showing a high number of talented new exhibitors.
Handmade In Highgate begins on Friday 22 March at 5pm. Come and join us for a
glass of wine and preview evening.

Fri 22 Mar 5.00-8.00pm
Sat 23 Mar 10.00am-6.00pm
Sun 24 Mar 11.00am-5.00pm


