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PRESIDENT’S REPORT MAY 2021 
Kathy Dallas 
 
 
A year of the pandemic 
I write this on the sombre first anniversary of the lockdown of March 2020. A year 
ago we were not aware of the long-haul effort ahead of us, and the loss of habits, 
company, stimulation, and, of course, lives. Our individual experiences differ but, 
communally, we at HLSI have lost a lot – no longer have we been able to mingle in 
the Victoria Hall after lectures, for instance, sharing views and news, and making 
those many small connections that form the social glue of our organisation and the 
wider community.  
 
Invention from necessity 
However, the positives also shine out. Since the last newsletter, in which I listed the 
innovations of the previous six months, we have faced a second long lockdown 
period, yet we have added further online activities that give as near an imitation of 
togetherness as possible, as well as providing important mental stimulation. My own 
experience of the excellent Tree Identification course has been a revelation and 
hugely increased the pleasure of the daily walks we are permitted.  
 
Courses and the Tuesday Lectures have been the cornerstone of the last year and 
the committees responsible should be roundly congratulated. They have attracted 
new students and audience members from far and wide. You will be aware of the 
range of other activities: Debates, Science Talks, Opera Circle events, reading groups. 
All have translated well to Zoom. We have also developed new events such as Film 
Talk, the online discussion group for film enthusiasts to share views on films selected 
by the Highgate Film Society. We’ve had two fun Quiz evenings, and in March we 
held our first Theatre event on Zoom, a timely one-woman show about the life of 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, the 18th century pioneer of inoculation. We hope this 
strand of entertainment will continue. 
 
The year ahead 
The task for the next year is to maintain the undoubted benefits of Zoom for some 
members and visitors, whilst opening up the building to members as and when 
possible. Our primary concern is the health of all users of the building; we are also 
aware of the social and psychological benefits of coming together for courses, for 
instance. All these factors must be borne in mind and activities introduced in 
accordance with guidelines. 
 
It is necessary to make reference here to the financial impact of the pandemic on 
HLSI as an organisation. Our overheads remain high and we have lost significant 
income from the hire of rooms and the reduction of activities in the building. 
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Although we have attracted some new members, sadly we have lost membership 
overall. For some, circumstances have changed, and for others access to the building 
is fundamental to their enjoyment of HLSI. The management team will need to keep 
the care of HLSI finances to the fore as we move forward. 
 
Changes to membership subscriptions and new ways to make donations to HLSI  
We raised subscriptions modestly last year and at the forthcoming AGM we will ask 
members to approve another small increase to come into play in January 2022. As 
part of the resolution of Gift Aid arrangements, and following guidance from HMRC, 
we have now discontinued the categories of Friend and Benefactor by which 
members supported HLSI. All subscriptions are now as Individual and Household, 
though we also have a reduced rate membership subscription for under 26-year-
olds. Subscriptions are not subject to Gift Aid. 
 
However, HLSI will be able to claim Gift Aid on donations from members and non-
members (subject to the general requirements of Gift Aid). These donations will be 
of vital importance, helping to support our activities and to plan for longer term 
projects. Many members have particularly appreciated HLSI during the enforced 
separation from friends and have generously expressed this through their gifts of 
money. We thank you for this and welcome all future donations. These gestures of 
support for our aims – to be a centre for educational and social benefit in the heart 
of Highgate – and now, for the extended family beyond, are heart-warming. It is now 
possible for donations to be made on our website to make the process easy, though 
you may also contact the office for this as well. 
 
A team effort 
HLSI is a huge team, with staff and volunteer members making a formidable 
combination. I pay tribute to the countless member volunteers who create and 
sustain the activities, the various management teams who have worked unstintingly 
this last year, and to the members of staff who support all members and users of 
HLSI and have had to find reserves of flexibility during the pandemic.  
 
One long-standing member of staff has decided that the time has come to retire 
from HLSI, after seventeen years with us. Margaret Mackay, our Librarian, will be 
very much missed when she leaves us in June. Her deep knowledge of the HLSI 
Library collections, her generous willingness to share her knowledge and advice and 
her careful shepherding of the Library volunteers will mean she is a hard act to 
follow. We wish her well as she moves on. 
 
HLSI Website 
Finally, please do refer to the website. We continue to react flexibly to the changing 
conditions and there you will find the latest information on HLSI activities. There is 
lots going on and plenty to enjoy – something we can all be proud of. 


