
31st March 

Today’s entry comes from one of our members.  If you’d like to contribute, please see below. 

 

I, like many others I’m sure, have a shelf full of books that are waiting to be read and in these 

difficult times it looks as though I will be able to start on it.  I have 2 sources for my reading: 

the HLSI library and the Harington shop where I look after the book section with another 

volunteer. Each time I go to either place I can’t resist borrowing or buying at least one book. 

This means that the books in situ on my shelves don’t get read! I’ve just finished a James 

Patterson, Along Came a Spider, which I couldn’t put down. I’d never read one of his before 

but if you like thrillers it is very absorbing. Two friends have highly recommended Where the 

Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens so I have downloaded it to my Kindle. 

 

It’s interesting that Margaret said that before the library closed there was a demand for 

books from the reserve stock, a sort of ‘comfort reading’ of the old classics. A fellow member 

recommended reading Rosamunde Pilcher so I’m going to try one of hers. I do have the 

complete works of Dickens as well so they should keep me going for the duration! 

 

I hope HLSI fellow members are keeping well and managing the self-isolation. Luckily there is 

a lot of support from local communities but it’s nice to have this blog to keep people in touch 

as well. 

 

27th March 

Friday quiz – answers below. Without checking online, can you say who wrote: 

1. Fair daffadils, we weep to see 

You haste away so soone; 

As yet the early-rising sun 

Has not attained its noone. 

2. Daffodils, 

That come before the swallow dares, and take 

The winds of March with beauty. 

3. Once in a golden hour 

I cast to earth a seed. 

Up there came a flower, 

The people said, a weed.To and fro they went 

Thro’ my garden bower, 

And muttering discontent 

Cursed me and my flower.Then it grew so tall 

It wore a crown of light, 

But thieves from o’er the wall 

Stole the seed by night.Sow’d it far and wide 

By every town and tower, 

Till all the people cried, 

‘Splendid is the flower! ‘… 

4. Jet-black and shining, from the dripping hedge 

Slow peeps the fearful snail 



And from each tiny bent 

Withdraws his timid horn 

Answers 

1.       Robert Herrick 

2.       Shakespeare Winter’s Tale 

3.       Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

4.       John Clare Summer images 

 

26th March 

Now is the time to investigate online resources, if you don’t already use them.  Radio 4 book 

programme websites – Open Book, A Good Read and Book Club – offer inspiration.  As well as the 

back catalogue of programmes, the websites feature useful information. Open Book has a weekly list 

of all titles mentioned in each edition. 

Podcasts on every imaginable subject can be found online – try the BBC to begin with. 

Explore YouTube and Facebook for free online broadcasts from the Royal Opera House, Sadlers Wells, 

Glyndebourne, the National Theatre and others.  Many major museums and galleries offer virtual 

tours of their collections. 

25th March 

In the days before we closed, our Reserve Stock came into its own.  Our readers turned to the 

likes of Trollope, Galsworthy, Mrs Gaskell and George Eliot.  Among more recent writers in 

demand were (local) Stella Gibbons, Evelyn Waugh Somerset Maugham and, interestingly, 

Nigel Tranter.  Crime fiction remained popular, together with biographies, diaries and 

personal accounts of travels. 


